January 24, 2012
Supply Source and Use 
Black Mantel Case Restoration
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Listed below is an update of the materials, sources and suggested applications from the chapter 34, 14 August 2011 presentation on Black Mantel Clock case restoration by Randy Naber:
· Novus Plastic Polish – used for Seth Thomas Adamantine Case polishing and removal of excess Rub&Buff in demonstrated incising fill; available from www.amazon.com in all sizes (8 oz shown in demonstration) or from www.timesavers.com (only 2 oz size) and page 146 of 2011-2012 Timesavers catalog # 37.  Note, only No 2 is really needed; No 1 is a spray and can be used for cleaning and finishing; No 3 is for deep scratch removal.
· Rub&Buff – used to fill incising on Seth Thomas Adamantine Cases Gold Leaf color was used in the demonstration, available from Michael’s Arts and Crafts retail outlets and www.amazon.com, www.timesavers.com and page 144 of 2011-2012 Timesavers catalog # 37.  Added note:  this product has many uses but I do not recommend it for use on other than Adamantine for restoring incising; on the adamantine finish, excess is easily removed by final application of Novus polish, however, on other painted or porous surfaces it imbeds the indented or open surface.  Rub&Buff is wax based and very difficult or impossible to remove.  For other surfaces, use water based paints in small areas and remove excess with damp paper towel as you proceed. 
· Krylon Spray Paint (Gloss Black) - used as base coat before applying gloss finishes to black mantels - available at Wal Mart and other retail outlets.

· Krylon Spray Paint (Satin Black) - used optionally for backsides of black mantel clocks (apply before coating front of clock with gloss black), available at Wal Mart and other retail outlets.
· Krylon Spray Paint (sweet cream) - used as base coat in marbleizing demonstration before applying water based acrylics; available at Wal Mart and other retail outlets.

· Rustoleum Metallic Spray enamel (Gold, Copper, Bronze) – this paint can be used to finish case hardware - available at Wal Mart, Lowes and other retail outlets.
· Water based acrylics – used for marbleizing and repair matching many brands are available brown, vanilla, tan and white were used in the marbleizing demonstration to approximate a light Seth Thomas Adamantine finish - available from Michael’s Arts and Crafts retail outlets, Wal Mart and other art and craft stores.
· 200 – 1000 wet dry sandpaper(black color) – used for leveling finish between coats of polyurethane, correction of runs, curtains, sags and dimples from Glaze coat and shaping of filled repairs - widely available from hardware, auto parts and body repair suppliers.
· Minwax Spray Polyurethane – used as a fast and simple gloss coat alternative to Glaze coating – can also be used as a porous surface sealer prior Glaze Coating - available from Lowes, Wal Mart.
· Deft gloss or satin Spray lacquer – cannot say enough positive things about this stuff – use to coat brass, painted parts or as a finish – available and cheapest from Lowes (Wal Mart is much more expensive).
· Glaze coat – used to produce a slick, deep, glass like finish on black mantel clocks in a process that I call “Glassing”.  This process was demonstrated at the October 2011 chapter meeting.  Finishing clock cases is an “off label” use for this product; the material is difficult to apply and practice is recommended.  There are many different brands, but all are a two-part epoxy the one I had with me at the August chapter meeting is Famowood Glaze coat by Eclectic products – available from Lowes, Home Depot in the paint department and www.amazon.com.

· Kotton Klenser – used to clean years of grime from wooden cases; this is fantastic stuff; ask Rick Robinson; learned this from him – very safe for finishes simply brush on with chip brush and wipe off ;  I use lots of paper towels, available from www.merritts.com, www.timesavers.com  and www.amazon.com.

· Kotton Wood Feeder – used to restore oils to wood; brush on and leave for eight hours or overnight then rub off; again great stuff, available from www.merritts.com, www.timesavers.com  and www.amazon.com.

· Kotton Lemon Oil and Bees Wax great final finisher for use after applying Kotton cleaner and feeder or for maintenance, available from www.merritts.com, www.timesavers.com  and www.amazon.com.
· Isopropyl alcohol and Lens cleaning pads – use to prepare black mantel cases for glazing or finishing, readily available;  * note, water will turn marbleized finishes white, also, alcohol dissolves shellac – best source, Costco.

· Nitrile Exam gloves – save your hands – won’t break down in chemicals like latex, available from Lowes,  Home Depot,  best price and quality from Costco - $19 for box of 200.
I recommend checking Amazon just to compare prices on materials; for example, I have seen Glaze coat for $60 at Michaels and it is $23 at Lowes and Home Depot.

Notes on hardware refinishing:

“Ya gotta love” this pot metal stuff with the microscopic layer of flash plate that oxidized off 80 years ago; here are some approaches:

1) Leave it alone – good for the heart and soul, but will not sell and looks, well, “old” on a refinished case.  *note Some Seth Thomas and other makers pieces, notably, stamped lion heads and columns are brass or copper and can be cleaned and polished.
2) Paint it.

3) Leaf it.

4) Plate it. 

Here is how to paint it:

· Clean with soap water, tooth brush, and allow to dry thoroughly.
· Spray with base coat of metallic copper, gold, or other finish of choice and allow to dry overnight.
· Spray with finish coat of Deft gloss to prevent “browning”.
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To achieve the antiqued effect of the copper piece in the center front of the above figure:

· Spray with base metallic paint and let dry (copper here).
· Get out your nitrile gloves and spray the piece with gloss, satin or flat black spray enamel.
· Immediately wipe with paper towel dipped in mineral spirits and allow to dry.

· Spray with finish coat of Deft gloss.

Experiment and have fun with your projects!

Sincerely,

Randy Naber 
